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Veteran aviator’'s death a shock

By Mike Hardea
Depoch Coberves -

"I'm to be cremated,” veteran Columbus
wvistor Mark “Doc” Savage told his pdot friend Monty

Montenaro several days ago. “You want to scatter the
ashes for me?”

“Sure,” Montenarn agreed.

“I'l even p’v-tie&veuﬂcem lherﬂm-umw-

ent Sav

‘S;km anm would recall that briel ex
du.ngl: yest anly hours after the 14)e|r-uid
Savage died in a glider~he had helped build from
a kit The glider crashed shortly after it was towed aloft
from Marion County Afrport, arcund 12:40 pm. yester-

day.
with a kot of flying

“We're talking about
hours,” nsd Ohio Hqﬂ'm:} Trooper Greg Cun-

m‘m of the patrol’s Marjon post. “We're not really
qnp‘hm The plane was out of eontrol.”

unningham saikd Federal Awviation Administration
rrpmnen!amu from Cleveland were being sent to
inspect the wreckage, which left little more than the
glider’s tail intact.

The ghrk-r went down in a field nc\l to Likens Road,
lgss than a mile from jts takeolT poin

Savage was heading W Pun (olumbl.u to deliver the
BG-12 model glider to the Ohio llmun') of Flight
Museum at 4175 Sawyer Rd.

“The BG-12, the one he died in, he was donating W
the air museum at Port Columbus," said Savage's
daughter, Peggy Lou Savage.

Eyewitnesses  intlicated that the 30-year<ld glider
began “porpoising” or pitching up and down as i
climbedd. Shortly after the tow plane banked for a tumn,
the-safety ring on its tail released the glider. The sufety

ring is an automatic fal-safe mechantsm designed to
prevent the one craft from bringing down the other.

Seconds before the cash, Savage had rdioed  tow-
plane pilot Tom Lusch, “Slow down a little bit. I'm having
problems beack here.”

“From about 1,000 feet, he went struight in~

. Monterarm said of Savage

“It could have very easlly been a broken elaator
cable,” speculated Savage's s friend and fellow glider bt
Ken Hadden. Hadden, of Mount Air, s U® curremt
national and intermational unlimited aerobatic  gider
Pkt (-h.unwfn “He was a -qu-d.;.m- kot a prlat's
pilot,” he said of Savage.

Savage had logyredd maore than 50 years as a military
and commerdial pilot. During Workd War J1, he flow one
of the divebomber missions agming the German-forti-
fied abbey at e Cassing, Italy. '

A certiffd fying instructor, Savage wils instrumen-

Mark “Doc™ Savage was killed in a glider crash yesterday.

tal in the founding «f the Ohi chapter of the Saring
Sockety of America and had server] s its governor

He wiuld have betn 75 on May 26, He i survived by
his wife, Rith — s o Wirdd War 1] vterun — and
chikdren Peymry Low Randy, Rick, Russ and Hod
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