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The key witness may be Lusch, a Port
Columbus air traffic controller, pilot, and
friend of Savage's

Savage was well known among Ohio
avialirs. He was a Wordd War ll fighter pilot
and longtime commercial pilot with storfes
for anyone who would listen — especially
voung pilots. He loved o teach, and to

Lusch did not see Savage inspect the glider
but assumed he had done so Saturday. The
National Transportation Safety Board ob-
tained Savage's muintenance and inspection
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At 12:40 pm, with Lusch in the tow
plane and Savage in the glider, took off,
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Suddenly, the glider swung \\n) to the
right on the 200-foot rope. It pulled back,

then swung 16 the right again, Lusch re-
called. The plider was so out of position it
was pulling the tow plane out of position.
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For a few seconds, Lusch lost t of
his friend. He radioed to the that
something was wrong,

“But I'm luoking for Mark. | acquire
him visually, and he is just moving like a
out of hell. He's fast, but he's darn near level.
He's moving back toward the airport and
he's just moving very, very fast”

gider was at about 500 feet.
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“Then another rapid porpoise maneu-
ver, up and dwn. Then the next one, up, and
then down, add he never recovered.” :

It took only a few seconds. The glider hit
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ible have been. The airrafl splintered,
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“One thing | want to make sure people
understand: At o time did any parts of the
airplane come off while he was in the air.”
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